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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0296 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, IZ, UR, CH 

SUBJECT: DEPARTURE OF CHINESE AMBASSADOR HU CHENG-FANG 

1. CHINESE AMBASSADOR HU CHENG-FANG IS DEPARTING BAGHDAD 
MAY 12 AFTER HAVING BEEN HERE ONLY 14 MONTHS. HE SAYS HE HAS 
BEEN REASSIGNED TO HIGHER RESPONSIBILITIES, BUT SPECULATION 
IS THAT DEPARTURE RELATED EITHER TO EVENTS IN CHINA OR IRAQ. 

2. INFORMED SPECULATION HERE IS THAT DEPARTURE RELATED TO 
KURDISH CONFLICT. ACCORDING TO FRENCH AMBASSADOR CERLES, 
THERE ARE ABOUT 150 COMMUNISTS OF CHINESE FACTION OF ICP 
FIGHTING WITH BARZANI KURDS AGAINST CENTRAL GOVERNMEN. 

IN ADDITION, PAKISTAN AMBASSADOR HAS RELIABLE REPORT THAT 
ON APRIL 16, FIFTY MEMBERS OF PRO-CHINESE FACTION OF ICP 
WERE ARRESTED IN BAGHDAD. TRYING TWO EVENTS TOGETHER, IT 
IS BELIEVED THAT SOVIET ORIENTED ICP, FOLLOWING ITS 
OFFICIAL ADHERENCE TO RULING NATIONAL FRONT IN JULY 

1973, BEGAN PRESSURING BAATH REGIME TO MOVE AGAINST 
RIVAL COMMUNIST FACTION. REGIME FINALLY DID SO ONLY 
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WHEN FIGHTING AGAINST KURDS HEATED UP AND CHINESE 
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FACTION SUPPORTED BARZANI. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING DEPARTMENT'S OPINION ON 
WHETHER DEPARTURE RELATED TO EVENTS IN CHINA. 

4. SUBSEQUENT TO DRAFTING ABOVE TURKISH AMB CUHRUK TOLD ME 
IRAQI FORCES HAD DISCOVERED CHINESE ARMS WHEN THEY RETOOK 
ZAKHO FROM KURDS. 

LOWRIE 
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